Billbergia ‘Marquis de Villalobar’ by Ch. Chevalier in Bull. Soc. Hort. France p213. 1931

Un autre croisement, opere par nous, en 1913, entre le B.fastuosa Berr (1), feconde par le B. maxima Ch. Chev., a donne une serie de plantes dont la premiere fleurit en 1917 et la seconde en 1921. Nous leur avons donne le nom de B. x Marquis de Villalobar Hort. Leod., en souvenir de l'Ambassadeur d'Espagne, dont le role pendant la guerre lui valut la reconnaissance des Belges.

Les plantes, tres vigoureuses, se rapprochent beaucoup du B. maxima (2), par leurs feuilles, grandes, larges, coriaces, erigees, mais elles en different par la hampe. Celle-ci, recouverte d'un leger duvet blanc, depasse un peu les feuilles; elle est dressee comme dans le B. fastuosa, sauf dans sa partie superieure qui est legerement arquee. La base est garnie de belles bractees, longues de 10 cm., rose intense ver​millonne, recouvert d'une tres legere pruine.

L'inflorescence est un epi dense forme d'une vingtaine de fleurs, non accompagnees de bractees, sauf les trois superieures. Le calice est re​couvert d’un duvet blanc et la corolle, a petales enroules, de 6-7 cm. de long, est violet-bleuatre

Cet hybride, comme le B. x Gravisiana, tiendra une place honorable dans toutes les collections de plantes de serre temperee. Ses fleurs pre​sentent l'avantage, precieux chez ce genre de plantes, de rester long​temps fraiches et de cooperer par leur beaute et leurs dimensions, a l'or​nementation des serres.

(1) Le B. fastuosa Beer est considere comme une forme naturelle du B. pyramidalis Lindl. Cette espece appartient au sous-genre Jonghea, cree par Lemaire, pour carac​teriser les especes developpant une inflorescence dense sur une tige florale erigee. Une. serie de plantes presentant des differences appreciables pour le jardinier, mais de peu de valeur pour le botaniste, ont toutes ete rapportees par Mez au B. pyramidalis Lindl. Ce sont notamment : le B. fastuosa Beer, dont il est question ci-dessus, le B. thyrsoidea Mart., le B. splendida Lem., le B. longifolia K. Koch, le B. Croyana De Jonghe, etc.

Le B. pyramidalis Lindl. est une belle espece, a rosette plus ou moins auverte et a feuilles plus ou moins larges suivant les varietes, vert sombre, plus ou moins zonees a la page inferieure; hampe farineuse, terminee par un epi dresse, multiflore, plus ou moins regulier, corymbiforme ou ovale, compose de fleurs plus on moins regulieres, tubuleuses dans leur ensemble, legerement arquees, de couleur rouge pourpre.

Dans le B. pyramidalis, variete fastuosa., qui a servi a notre hybridation, les petales sont violets a leur extremite.

(2) L'une d'entre elles cependant nous apparait comme un gigantesque B. fastuosa, avec des feuilles amples, coriaces, bordees d'epines acerees.

Translated by Butcher

Another crossing, reported to us, in 1913, between the B.fastuosa Beer (1), impregnated by  B. maxima Ch. Chev., has given a set of plants which first flowered in 1917 and the second in 1921. We have given them the name of B. x Marquis of Villalobar Hort. Leod., in  remembtance to the Ambassador of Spain, whose role during the war made him worthy of recognition by the Belgians. 

The plants, very vigorous, come much closer to B. maxima (2), by their leaves, large, wide, tough, erect, but is different in the scape. This is covered with a light white down, a little exceeding the leaves; it is raised as in B. fastuosa, except in its upper part that is slightly arched. The base is decorated with beautiful bracts, 10 cm.long, intense rose-vermillion, covered in a very light pruinose. 

Inflorescence is a dense spike form with about twenty flowers, not accompanied by bracts, except the three upper ones. The calyx is covered with white down and the corolla, has rolled up petals,  6-7 cm., purple bluish 

This hybrid, as with B. x Gravisiana, will hold a honourable place in all collections of moderate temperature greenhouse plants. Its flowers have the advantage, precious with this genus of plants, to remain fresh for a long time in the cool periods, to complement their beauty and their measurements, in ornamentation of the greenhouse. 

(1) B. fastuosa Beer is considered as a natural form of B. pyramidalis Lindl.. This species belongs to the subgenus Jonghea, created by Lemaire, for the character for those species developing a dense inflorescence on an erect floral scape. This set of plants presents substantial differences for the gardener, but of little value for the botanist, have all been returned by Mez to B. pyramidalis Lindl. These are notably: B. fastuosa Beer, which is referred to, above, B. thyrsoidea Mart., B. splendida Lem., B. longifolia K.Koch, B. Croyana De Jonghe, etc. 

B. pyramidalis Lindl. is a beautiful species, has a rosette more or less open and has leaves more or less broad depending on the varieties, dark green, more or less zoned in the lower leaves; scape mealy, ending in a spike, erect, many flowered, more or less regular, corymbiform or oval, compose of flowers more one less regular, entirely tubular, slightly arched,  crimson red colour. 

In B. pyramidalis, variety fastuosa., that was used in our hybridization have petals that are purple at the tip. 

(2) This seems to us to be like a gigantic B. fastuosa, with ample, tough leaves, edged with sharp spines. 
